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REMARKS 

Claims 1-13 axe pending in the present application. 

The Exa n le i se ed that tb > a on conta as the c lo\ gi >f claims 
which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCX Rule 13.1: 

Group 1, claims 1-4, drawn to a Suorine-atom-containing polymerizable unsaturated- 
roonomer represented by formula (da) or (lb); 

Group II, claim 5, drawn to a method for producing a knonne-atoni-coTitaming 
polymerizable nnsaturaied-monomer represented by formula (1 a); 

Group III, claim 6, drawn to a method for producing a fluorine-atom-containing 
poiymerixable unsatitrsted-rnonomer represented by formula (lb); 

Group IV, claims 7-1 i, drawn to a polymer having a repeated unit corresponding to a 
fluorine-atom-contcm \ - pato able unsaturated-monomer represented by formulas (la) or 
(lb); and 

Group V, claim .12-13, drawn to a photoresist resin composition at least the polymer (of 
Grou ) F\ 1 and a p a at id enera o* 

Applicants respectfully traverse. Each pending claim requires a monomer of formula 
(la) or (lb), whether as a monomer or method of making the monomer, or as part of a polymer 
or as a photoresist resin composition containing the polymer. This represents a special technical 
feature. The Examiner has made no attempt to prove that such a special technical feature does 
not represent a contribution over the prior art. Simple reference to a Search Report does not shift 
the bui s oi persuasion to 4ppm,arii f^us for this reascu one, the p 
onily of invention. 
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However, in order to be fully responsive, for the purpose of examination of the present 
' ^ t i s ! ^ 1 f sv ooj (.Liui 12-13 

The Examiner has also required an election of species in the event Group V is elected. 
Applicants hereby elect Species (2), which is a monomer of formula (lb). It is Applicants 

only. Upon indication of allowable subject matter for the elected species, the Examiner must 
expand the search to include non-elected species with the intent of fu\ eneiu » a n 

allowable. 

In view of the above, favorable action on the merits is respectfully solicited. 

Should, there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the present 
application, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Marc S. Werner, Registration No, 
32,181 at the telephone number of the undersigned below, to conduct an interview in an effort to 
expedite prosecution in connection with the present application. 
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if necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 



replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for 



any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1.17; particularly, extension of 



time fees. 



Dated: May 23. 2007 



Respectfully subromea, 




Registration No.: 32,181 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Palls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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